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Sir: 

Responsive to the outstanding Office Action dated April 3, 2000, once extended from 
July 3, 2000 to August 3, 2000 by the filing of an appropriate Petition and payment of an 
extension of time submitted herewith, please consider Applicants' remarks as follows: 

Preliminarily, the examiner is respectfully requested to acknowledge Applicants' claim 
for priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 and receipt of the certified copies of the priority documents 
from the International Bureau in the national stage application. 

Claim 1 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite. 
However, the examiner did not set forth a basis for rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 112. 
Furthermore, the examiner noted that page 4 and pages 45-52 of the specification are blank, and 
questioned whether information is missing. 

In response, the Examiner may have examined a specification including only the 
replacement pages in the English translation of the Japanese PCT specification, which were 
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Applicants respectfully submit that Tokubo et al does not teach a multilayer-coated 
powder as suggested by the examiner. Rather, Tokubo et al concerns a composite powder 
prepared by incorporating one or two or more kinds of organic, inorganic, metallic powder or 
inorganic sol-like substance in a powder comprising a water-swellable clay mineral (column 3, 
lines 1-8, 10 and 24). The composite powder is prepared by a spray drying method in which a 
water-swellable clay mineral is added to a dispersion of one kind or two or more kinds of 
organic, inorganic, metallic powder or inorganic sol-like substance to prepare a gel, where the 
organic, inorganic or metallic powder or inorganic sol-like substance is uniformly dispersed in 
the gel. The dispersion thus obtained is spray dried to obtain a composite powder (column 4, 
lines 59-64 and column 7, lines 48-61). The composite powder thus prepared contains the 
organic, inorganic or metallic powder in admixture with the water-swellable clay. Thus, the 
composite powder of Tokubo et al may contain, for example, a metal oxide in admixture, but that 
metal oxide does not form a coating layer or rather plural coating layers on a base particle as 
required by present claim 1. 

Moreover, Tokubo et al relating to composite clay powders is in a technical field that is 
different from that of the present invention such that one of ordinary skill would not look to 
Tokubo et al to solve the problems treated by the present invention. Specifically, Tokubo et al 
only disclose a water-swellable clay mineral composite powder containing, in admixture, one or 
two of an organic, inorganic or metal powder, and neither teaches nor suggest the optical effect 
of the present invention. 

On the other hand, the multilayer-coated powder of the present invention can provide a 
vivid color due to a light interference effect by controlling the wavelength of the reflection peak 
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or bottom with a change in ihe thickness of the p.ural coating .aye, constituting the multilayer- 

coated powder. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, Applicant, further submt, that the subject matter of 
present claim 12 is separately paten* front Cain, 1, and in ,<s own right represents an advance 

in the state of the art. 

According to claim 12, the Kspective layers have a thickness determined by firs, fixing a 
fundamental film thickness according to equation <!>, and then correcting me thickness based on 
empiricai factors, such as phase shift occurring a, the interface between Mm layers and the base 
particie mateHal, and a shift in the absorption peak due to the wavelength dependence on 
tractive index. As a resuit, the respective coating layers have an interference taction peak 
and interference transmission bottom a, the same specific wavelength. There is nothing in 
Tokubo e, ai which even remote* teaches or suggests a multilayer-coated powder having an 
interference reflection peak or interference transmission bottom a, a specific wavelength by 
adjusting the layer thickness as required by present claim 12. 

,„ view of the foregoing remarks, it is respectfully submitted that the present invention is 
patentable over Tokubo et al, and withdrawal of Ore foregoing rejection under 35 U.S.C 1 103(a) 
is respectfully requested. 

Withdrawal of all rejections and allowance of claims 1-7 and 9-12 is earnestly solicited. 



4 



RESPONSE UNDER 37«R. § 1.111 

S U.S. Appln. No. 09/202,21^ 

In the event that the examiner believes that it may be helpful to advance the prosecution 
of this application, the examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at the local Washington, 
D.C. telephone number indicated below. 

Respectfully submitted, 



SUGHRUE, MION, ZINN, 

MACPEAK & SEAS, PLLC 
2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W 
Washington, D.C. 20037-3213 
Telephone: (202)293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 

Date:. August 3, 2000 



Abraham J. Rosner 
Registration No. 33,276 
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